
J.D. (Duncan) STEEL

Haxby – 1945 – 1961

Civil Service – 1962 – 1983

Duncan Steel began his cricket career with Haxby Cricket Club in 1945 and, in fact, still lives in the village. He
spent 17 years with his local village club whose ground was on the Ethel Ward Playing Field before moving to Civil Service
for the 1962 season

With the league programme resuming in 1946, almost a third of Duncan’s career is not catalogued since the first
league handbook was not produced until 1958 thus depriving Duncan’s statistics of 12 years input.

Nevertheless, the available figures produce a total of 1011 league wickets in the 24 years between 1957 and 1980
which equates to 42 wickets per season so it is reasonable to suppose that Duncan took around 1350 to 1400 wickets in his
career. The recorded years show that his wickets came at a cost of just 12.38 runs apiece whilst his run rate equates to 2.62 runs
per over. He claimed 50 or more wickets in a season six times and, remarkably had seasonal bowling averages of below 10 in
four seasons.

The records also indicate that he qualified for the batting averages in 14 seasons with 463 runs in 1971 as his best
aggregate and an average in his qualifying years of 24.90, He made two centuries with an unbeaten 114 in 1963 showing as his
best.

Duncan is remembered by his contemporaries as being an extremely fine bowler who formed an extremely useful
attack with fellow recipient Alan Barker.

However it is his record of having claimed eight wickets in an innings on ten occasions which identifies him as a
‘record breaker’ and makes him one of the first choices for inclusion in the Hall of Fame.

Duncan, who captained Civil Service for ten years, recalls once hitting 54 runs in just four overs and remembers
takingfour hat-tricks.
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YORK SENIOR LEAGUE RECORDS HELD

 Most times taking eight or more wickets in a match (10) shares record with Steve Whitaker



DUNCAN STEEL – PLAYING RECORD
Records for this player are not available pre-1957 and do not include batting records for a number of later years

YEAR DIV. INN N.O H.S. RUNS AVE Pos. OVERS MDS. RUNS WKTS AVE 8W/I

Haxby

1946 –1956 details not available
1957 2 244.0 55 651 54 12.05
1958 2 186.0 54 434 51 8.51
1959 2 17 1 65 354 22.12 210.3 47 595 53 11.23 1
1960 2 203.1 68 752 61 11.50
1961 2 12 2 66* 229 22.90 170.2 42 437 44 9.93

Civil Service

1962 2 12 3 59* 290 32.22 157.0 43 406 34 11.94
Res 11 8 1

1963 1 17 1 114* 405 25.31 225.4 45 661 41 16.12 1
1964 2 13 2 33 184 16.73 198.0 58 475 45 10.56
1965 2 12 5 65* 249 35.28 186.0 42 453 38 11.92 1
1966 2 10 2 57 247 30.87 3rd 162.0 37 376 38 9.81 1
1967 2 265.0 69 538 78 6.89 2
1968 1 17 2 55 270 18.00 258.0 65 668 37 18.05
1969 1 14 3 77* 220 20.00 205.0 54 559 38 14.71
1970 1 17 1 108 459 28.69 244.0 56 710 42 16.90 1
1971 1 15 3 96* 463 38.58 3rd 201.0 48 527 43 12.25
1972 1 15 3 56 310 25.83 153.0 35 400 29 13.79
1973 1 17 1 38 264 16.50 226.0 50 552 43 12.83 1
1974 1 16 1 75 388 25.86 154.0 36 404 29 13.93
1975 1 148.0 32 371 21 17.66
1976 1 178.0 40 503 23 21.86
1977 2 254.0 76 540 53 10.18 1
1978 2 186.0 50 408 26 15.69
1979 2 268.2 78 585 44 13.30
1980 2 261.0 86 498 38 13.11

Totals 204 30 114* 4332 24.90 4764.0 1266 12514 1011 12.38

Average Runs per Over during recorded career = 2.62

Eight or more Wickets in a Match (10)

1959 9– 59 v Magnets
1962 8– 11 v Stillington
1963 8– 47 v Sheriff Hutton Bridge
1965 8– 18 v Bolton Percy
1966 8– 56 v Thirsk
1967 9– 18 v Heworth

8– 36 v Acomb
1970 8– 73 v Sessay
1973 8– 56 v York Railway Institute
1977 8– 31 v Stillington

Fifty Wickets in a Season (6)

Most Wickets in a Season 78 1967

Best Bowling 9– 18 2967 v Heworth

Top of Bowling Averages (1)

1967 – D.2

Leading Wicket Taker in Division (3)

1957 – D.2 1967 – D.2 1977 – D.2

Centuries (2)
1963 114* v Thirsk
1970 108 v Tadcaster

Highest Run Aggregate 463 1971

Number of times qualified for averagesin League Handbook (38)

Batting = 14 Bowling = 24


