
M.R. (Mick) OLDFIELD
Bilton-in-Ainsty (Wetherby League) 1956 – 1962

Long Marston (Wetherby League) 1963 - 1964

Tadcaster 1965 – 1966

Sheriff Hutton Bridge 1967 – 1994

Mick Oldfield began playing league cricket at the age of 16 in the
Wetherby League with Bilton in Ainsty for whom he played from 1956 to 1962
and then had two seasons in the same league with Long Marston. He switched to
the York Senior League in 1965 and made his first appearance in the league
records when he made 213 runs for Tadcaster in 1966 at an average of 17.75.

Having played in evening cup games for Sheriff Hutton Bridge for a
couple of years, Mick marked his league debut for The Bridge on 6th May 1967 at
Woodhouse Grange by hammering the home attack for a superb unbeaten 84
which prompted Bridge President Jim Rhodes to hail him as a great addition to
the club’s batting line-up. Unfortunately this stunning innings was to remain as
Mick’s best ever score in the league for the remainder of his 27 year league
career, although he did reach 8th place in the second division batting averages in
1979 when his bowling was hampered by injury. However, it was as a bowler that
Mick made his mark and earns his place in the Hall of Fame, although he could
also have been considered for a ‘Lifetime Achievement’ slot as he is extremely
active to the present time both at club and league level.

Mick was able to generate a useful pace off a short run and had the ability to produce accurate spells which served him well in league
games and was particularly effective in cup games where his economy helped the Bridge lift many trophies in the sixties and seventies. The
handbook show that he claimed 994 wickets at only 13.68 runs apiece although his total would be lifted into four figures if records for four
missing years were available.

However one of the major factors in Mick’s inclusion in the Hall of Fame was his ability to turn in match-winning performances
which saw him take eight wickets in an innings on seven occasions with all but one of these being in the top flight, a record un-matched by any
other bowler.

In addition Mick is the only bowler to take eight wickets three times in a season in the top division and was the first player to take
eight wickets twice in a season against the same first division opposition when he had 8 for 37 and 8 for 53 against Acomb in 1975. This unique
feat was repeated two years later when he took 8 for 56 and 8 for 65 against Dunnington and the two doubles remain the only instances of the
feat in the top flight.

Mick’s bowling was a significant factor in The Bridge’s success in the Indoor League and helped them win the competition in five of
the first seven seasons. His winter bowling figures in 1988-9 and 1991-2 remain the two most economical bowling returns in the 20 years
history of the competition. Mick has toured the west Indies on a number of occasions and played soccer to a good standard in his younger days.

Mick had three highly successful spells as captain of Sheriff Hutton Bridge, covering a total of around 12 seasons and has been club
Groundsman since 1977 during which time the club has twice been the Best Marked Ground. In addition his square has been top marked on
three occasions and the outfield was the best marked in 2004. He is quite rightly regarded highly as a groundsman and his advice and assistance
is sought by a good many clubs.

He took over the Chairmanship of his club in 1991 and has assisted with organising and coaching the club’s junior players since 1982.
He was elected to the League management Committee in 1981 and established and continues to administer the League’s cricket ball bulk buying
scheme.

Along with his wife Mary, Mick is the lynchpin at Sheriff Hutton Bridge where both work tirelessly to keep the club in the top
bracket. Their daughter Jill was club scorer in the early eighties whilst son Paul has played all his cricket as a junior and senior at the Bridge,
apart from his years at University and appears in both the Premier Division list of leading batsmen and bowlers.

Having been involved in many tussles in the National Village Knock-Out Competition, including heart-breaking defeats at both
quarter final and semi-final stages in the past four years, Mick’s dream of lifting the trophy at Lords was fulfilled in late August last year when
the Bridge became the first side to successfully chase a 200+ run target in the final.
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YORK SENIOR LEAGUE RECORDS HELD

 Most eight wicket performances in top division (6)
 Only player to take eight wickets three times in a season in the top division (1977)
 Only player to take eight wickets twice in a season against the same opposition in the top division - (1975 & 1977)
 Only player to concede less than 4 runs per over in an entire Indoor Season (3.80 in 1988-89)
 Became first non wicket keeper to take 10 catches in an Indoor season (1987-88)



MICK OLDFIELD – PLAYING RECORD
(Averages not included for years when player not qualified for handbook)

YEAR DIV. INN N.O. H.S. RUNS AVE. OVERS MDS. RUNS WKTS. AVE. 8W/I Pos

Tadcaster

1965 2
1966 2 15 3 32 213 17.75

Sheriff Hutton Bridge

1967 1 16 3 84* 218 16.79 172.0 33 492 29 16.96
1968 1 162.0 41 422 32 13.19
1969 1 111.0 21 269 20 13.45
1970 1 216.0 50 560 40 14.00
1971 1 151.0 33 452 41 11.03 1st

1972 1 247.0 50 664 48 13.84
1973 1 222.0 45 665 49 13.57
1974 1 157.0 39 431 31 13.90
1975 1 230.0 55 662 58 11.41 2
1976 1 222.0 43 642 51 12.58
1977 1 262.0 52 690 51 13.53 3
1978 2 17 4 61* 299 23.00 354.0 89 799 63 12.68
1979 2 16 3 57 356 27.38
1980 2 17 3 46 279 19.93 293.0 110 516 44 11.73
1981 2 368.4 123 738 65 11.35
1982 2 15 5 24* 164 16.40 298.0 92 676 48 14.08
1983 2 220.1 67 517 41 12.61
1984
1985 1 72.5 14 212 20 10.60 2nd

1986 4 172.5 57 321 42 7.64 1 1st

1987 1 235.4 62 595 45 13.22 1 4th

1988 1 257.3 73 626 43 14.56
1989 1 196.5 45 530 26 20.38
1990 2 261.2 67 707 41 17.24 2nd

1991 2 16 5 40 187 17.00 251.3 54 776 28 29.85
1992 3 230.4 61 640 38 16.84

Totals 112 26 84* 1716 19.95 5365 1376 13602 994 13.68

Average Runs per Over during career = 2.54

Eight or more Wickets in a Match (7)

1975 8– 37 v Acomb
8– 53 v Acomb

1977 8– 56 v Dunnington
8– 65 v Dunnington
8– 56 v Thirsk

1986 8– 28 v Huby
1987 8– 21 v Pocklington

Fifty Wickets or more in a Season (5)

Most Wickets in a season 65 1981

Best Bowling Performance 8– 21 1987 v Pocklington

Eight Wickets twice in a season against same opposition (2) see above

1975 v Acomb 1977 v Dunnington

Top of Bowling Averages (2)

1971 – D.1 1986 – D.4

Leading Wicket taker in Division (1)

1981 – D.2

Highest Run Aggregate 356 1979

Highest Score 84* 1967 v Woodhouse Grange (on debut for S.H.B.)

Number of times qualified for averagesin League Handbook (31)

Batting = 7 Bowling = 24

Indoor League

57 wickets at average of 27.25 RPO = 6.13
Most economical bowling 3.80 in 1988-89 off 20.3 overs
Most catches in a Season 10 in 1987-88
Best Bowling 4– 8 v Stillington 1993-94
Winner of Bowling Award 1991 - 92


