
DAVID SYKES 

ACOMB C.C. 
 

(1977 – 1985 & 1992 - 2009) 
 

FIRST XI CAPTAIN 2001-2005 
 

Member of Club Committee for 15 years 
 

Junior Coach for 5 years 
 

 
       David played his first game for Acomb Cricket Club in 1977 as a 
      junior player and has remained loyal to his club throughout his career, which 
      he formally terminated at the end of the 2009 season, despite receiving 
      regular approaches from various Bradford League sides. He made his senior 
      debut in 1981 and his first team debut on 19th June 1982 when he claimed 6-
      21 in a home game against Bedale – a performance that made headlines in 
      the ‘York Pink Sports Press’. 
 
       Despite this fine start, David did not qualify for the handbook  
      averages due to his splitting appearances between the first and second 
      elevens. This situation continued up to the end of the 1985 season at which 
      point he took a break of five years from the game. In fact, during this period, 
      the only time D. Sykes appears in the averages is in 1985 when his 26 wickets 
      played an important part in Acomb 2nd XI winning the Division Three title.  
 
 Since resuming his cricketing activities in 1992, David has been a regular first team player ever since, through to his final 
game on 12th September when, having earlier taken 2-51 in 15 overs, he made an unbeaten 12 in an unbroken 9th wicket stand of 24 
to earn his side a draw against Stamford Bridge. In the intervening years, David has led the Acomb attack with aplomb – as testified 
by his winning of the club’s first team bowling award on eleven occasions. From a seasonal point of view, 2000 was a memorable 
year for Dave who celebrated his club’s 75th Anniversary by winning both the club’s batting and bowling award. In fact his batting 
average of  51.17 saw him sitting proudly atop of the premier division batting averages. Whilst he won the first division bowling 
averages in 1999, he was also leading wicket taker in the division, David never won the premier division bowling averages. However 
he was leading wicket taker in the top tier in three successive seasons, 2003-2005, and these years, together with many other 
productive seasons, enabled David to overtake Barry Petty during the past season as the premier division’s leading wicket taker with 
532 wickets at an average of 18.23. He can also lay claim to having bowled the most premier division overs at 3685.4. If one equates 
an over to three minutes, this represents 184.3 hours bowling. David won the League’s Bowling Award in 2002 and 2005 
 
 He was a member of the Acomb side that won the York Senior League Cup in 1994 and during his four seasons as club 
skipper between 2001 and 2005, his side were twice runners-up in the premier league. Over the years, David has frequently played 
in the League’s representative sides. 
 
 In addition to being a record breaker on grass covered pitches, David has also been an impressive performer in the indoor 
version of the great game, in which format he has been an outstanding all-rounder who has played a major part in Acomb’s run of 
eight successive indoor championship wins in a spell of 13 triumphs in 15 seasons. The side have also won the York Brewery Indoor 
KO for the past four seasons. The value of David’s input is evident in his record of 3138 runs @ 31.07, including 61 retirements at 25, 
112 wickets @ 28.03 and 68 catches. His value as an indoor bowler is further emphasised by his economy rate of 6.01RPO which is 
the best of any bowler who has taken in excess of 50 wickets in the competition whilst, in the batting department, his unbeaten 82 
against Rowntrees B in 2003 is the third highest individual score in the league’s 24 year history. His indoor efforts have earned him 
the League’s Bowling Award on two occasions (2003-4 and 2004-5). 

 

  

 

Captain of Acomb C.C. 

Sawkill Cup Winners - 2001 

 



DAVID SYKES – Playing Record in York Senior League 
(NOTE – details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years – details not available for most non-qualifying years) 

Year Div BATTING BOWLING 

 
Acomb 

In N
O 

HS Runs Ave 100 Notes Overs M Runs W Ave  5 
w/
I 

Notes 

1985 3        139.1 29 385 26 14.81   

1986 
-1991 

Did not play cricket during this period 

1992 1               

1993 1        210.4 34 875 38 23.03 3  

1994 1        222.0 35 905 22 41.14   

1995 1 15 7 36 175 21.88   258.3 54 955 46 20.76 2  

1996 1        344.2 82 987 61 16.18 6  

1997 1        229.0 58 621 22 28.23 1  

1998 P 16 7 36 160 17.78   341.2 71 906 35 25.89   

1999 1        265.3 71 690 60 11.50 6 Top of aves/LWT 

2000 P 16 10 *48 307 51.17  Top of aves 303.0 70 835 39 21.41 2  

2001 P        378.2 73 1173 48 24.44 2  

2002 P        442.0 122 1023 71 14.41 5 6th in aves 

2003 P        480.1 137 1109 69 16.07 3 5th in aves/LWT 

2004 P        411.3 105 1000 61 16.39 3 5th in aves/LWT 

2005 P        375.1 95 1111 59 18.83 5 4th in aves/LWT 

2006 P        299.0 74 932 42 22.19 1  

2007 P        197.1 53 498 30 16.60 1 4th in aves 

2008 P 10 1 29 79 8.78  DNQ 183.0 47 418 38 11.00 1 2
nd

 in ave / 1x8 /2ct 

2009 
 

P 8 6 *12 31 15.50  DNQ 275.0 78 696 40 17.40 2 Ct=3 

TOTAL  65 31 48* 752 22.12   5354.5 1288 15119 807 18.73 44 RPO= 2.82 

 
 

Leading Divisional Batting Averages 1 2000 

Leading Run Scorer in Division -  

500 Runs in a Season -  

1000 Runs in a Season -  

Most Runs in a Season 307 2000 

Centuries -  

Highest Score 48*  

Leading Divisional Bowling Averages 1 1999 

Leading Divisional Wicket Taker 4 1999,2003, 2004, 2005 

50 Wickets in a Season 6  

Most Wickets in a Season 71 2002 

Eight Wickets in an Innings 6  

Best Bowling Figures 8-23 2008 v Woodhouse Grange -P 

Most catches in a season n/k  

Most Wicket Keeper Victims in season  n/a  

Most Stumpings in a Season n/a  

Number of times qualified for inclusion 
in averages in League Handbook
  

Batting 3 

Bowling 15 

Fielding n/k 

W.K. n/a 

Individual Awards - Bowling 2 2002, 2005 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECORDS HELD BY DAVID SYKES 

¶ Most wickets in the Premier Division   - 532 

¶ Most overs bowled in Premier Division   - 3685.4 

¶ Most runs conceded in Premier Division  - 9701 

¶ Most economic bowler to take 50 Indoor wickets - 6.01 RPO 

¶ Best bowling average in Premier Div. by English player - 11.00 in 2008 

EIGHT WICKETS IN AN INNINGS (1) 

Year Perf Opponents   Div 

2008 8-23 Woodhouse Grange  P 
 

SEVEN WICKETS IN AN INNINGS (5) 
 

Year Perf Opponents   Div 

1999 7-22 Civil Service   1 
 7-36 Bedale   1 
2003 7-36 Osbaldwick   P 
 7-36 Heworth   P 
2005 7-77 Dunnington   P 

Premier Division Record ς Bowling  
Overs  3685.4 (Most overs in Premier Division) 
Maidens  925 
Runs  9701 (Most runs conceded in Premier Division) 
Wickets  532 (Leading wicket taker) 
Average  18.23  
5 wkts in Inn. 25 
8 wkts in inn. 1 
Runs per over 2.63 

INDOOR LEAGUE RECORD - Acomb 
Batting: 
Inn-170 NO-69 Runs-3138 Ave – 31.07 
HS 82* v   Rowntrees B 2003-4 
 5 x 50s 61 x 25s 
Bowling 
Ov.- 522.0 M - 5 Runs-3139 Wkts 112  
Average 28.03 RPO- 6.01 Best – 3-12 
Most wickets in season 13 @ 15.31 in 1996-7 
Best Bowling in York Brewery Cup  3-16  in 2007 
Fielding 
68 catches 
Indoor Awards 
Bowling Awards (2) 2003-4; 2004-5 


