
DON PAVER 

BISHOPTHORPE (to 1955) 

DRINGHOUSES C.C. (1956 – 1963) 

Vice-Captain - 1962 

          

  
In addition to being a top flight slow bowler Don was a hard hitting batsman  and proudly remembers hitting his only century 
when he made an unbeaten 113 against Bedale in 1958 in his club’s promotion winning campaign. In the same season he took 
8-58 against Acomb to become the first of a very select band of players who have hit a century and recorded an eight wicket 
haul in the same season. In the previous season he had recorded his best figures of 8-18 against Stillington whilst in 1963 he 
had his best first division haul when he gained 8-42 against Thirsk. 
  
Whilst predominantly an off-spinner, Don recalls his first attempt at leg-break  
bowling when, in defence of a low score against York Ramblers, he  
switched styles successfully to dismiss current League President, George  
Myerscough who was eventually to become a Dringhouses stalwart upon the  
demise of the Ramblers club. 
  
 Having been introduced to golf in 1960by the brothers Roly and  
Derek Pattison, Don more or less retired from cricket at the end of the 1963  
season although he did make a few appearances in response to player  
availability problems. His impact on the golf course outstripped his feats as  
a cricket as he became a top performer at Pike Hills Golf Club. He was Club  
Captain in 1972 and still continues to play. He has been Club Champion  
at Pike Hills eight times and was York Amateur Golf Champion in 1971 and  
again in 1974 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

League Legend 

 

Don Paver began his cricketing career with Bishopthorpe Cricket 
Club, with whom he played until 1954, prior to a break for his 
National Service. He moved to Dringhouses and played an 
important role as his new club made an immediate impact after 
entering the York & District Senior League in 1957. 
 
 Whilst his involvement with the St Helen’s Road side 
only lasted for seven seasons his off spinners were a perfect foil 
for the club’s quicker bowlers. During those seven years he was in 
the top three of the division averages in all but one season, 
including topping the first division  averages in 1960 when his 56 
wickets were gained at a mere cost of 6.41 runs each. This 
astonishing figure remains to the present day as the best bowling 
average in the League’s top division.  

 



DON PAVER – Playing Record in York Senior League 
(NOTE – details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years – details not available for non-qualifying years) 
 
Year Div BATTING BOWLING 

 
DRINGHOUSES 

In N
O 

HS Runs Ave 100 Notes Ov M Runs W Ave  8w 
/In 

Notes 

1957 2 15 1 66 224 16.00   153.0 33 383 46 8.32 1 2nd in aves 

1958 2 14 2 *113 290 24.16 1  213.0 70 474 55 8.61 1 3rd in aves  

1959 1 17 0 55 279 16.41   186.0 31 561 46 10.21  3rd in aves 

1960 1 18 1 *60 419 24.64   171.0 32 359 56 6.41  Top of aves 

1961 1 16 0 45 253 15.81   160.0 37 418 36 11.61   

1962 1 15 1 45 256 18.24   140.0 29 401 38 10.55  3rd in aves 

1963 1 12 1 *56 199 18.09  
 

 59.0 21 240 30 8.00 1 2nd in aves 

TOTAL  107 7 *113 1920 19.20 1  1082.0 253 2836 307 9.24 3 RPO = 2.62 

 
 
 
 
 

Leading Divisional Batting Averages -  

Leading Run Scorer in Division -  

500 Runs in a Season -  

1000 Runs in a Season -  

Most Runs in a Season 419 1960 

Centuries 1 1958 

Highest Score 113* 1958 v Bedale – Div. 2 

Leading Divisional Bowling Averages 1 1960 

Leading Divisional Wicket Taker -  

50 Wickets in a Season 2 1958, 1960 

Most Wickets in a Season 56 1960 

Eight Wickets in an Innings 3  

Best Bowling Figures 8-18 1957  v Stillington – Div. 2 

Most catches in a season n/k  

Number of times qualified for inclusion 
in averages in League Handbook
  

Batting 7 

Bowling 7 

Fielding n/k 

W.K. n/a 

Individual Awards -  

 

RECORDS HELD BY DON PAVER 

¶ First recorded instance of a player making a century and gaining an eight wicket analysis in the same season 

¶ Only member of Hall of Fame to have a single figure career bowling average 

 

CENTURIES (1) 
Year Score Opponents  Div 

1958 113* Bedale   2 

 
EIGHT WICKETS IN AN INNINGS (3) 

Year Perf Opponents  Div 

1957 8-18 Stillington  2 
1958 8-58 Acomb  2 
1963 8-42 Thirsk   1 
 


