GEOFF SKILBECK

EASINGWOLD C.C.

1960 —-1976

1981 - 1999

Committee Member & Bar Steward for 25 years

YORK C.C.
1977 - 1980

Geoff Skilbeck comes from a family which has long been
associated with the Easingwold club with he and his brother Ken,
being a mid-generation between their father Frank Skilbeck and
Ken’s son Paul who has been a key member of the present
Easingwold side for a number of years.

Geoff made his debut in 1960 as an eleven years old
against Boroughbridge. He recalls that his father Frank, having
made a good score retired to let the youngster have an innings
which produced an unbeaten 11. In fact, Geoff can boast that he
was not out at both end of his cricketing career which closed
against Yapham when he was not out after scoring seven off the
final over to earn his side extra bonus points and a draw in 1999.

The Skilbeck Brothers began to make an impact at the
club in the mid-sixties when Colin Minton led the attack and the
batting department was in the more than capable hands of the
likes of Val Toase, Stuart Burton and Peter Gilleard.

Geoff’s first entry in the League’s handbook records came in 1966 when he captured a fairly modest 22 wickets which
cost him over 20 runs apiece. However the following season saw his average drop to a much more respectable 10.59 and then, in
1968, his 47 wickets at 9.70 saw him rise to second place in the league’s bowling averages as, in tandem with brother Ken, Colin
Minton and spinner Peter King, he helped to propel Easingwold into the Runners-Up slot. Despite a less effective season by the
bowling quartet, Easingwold turned the tables on Northallerton to take the League honours in 1969. Easingwold then
proceeded to lift the title three more times an alternating year-by-year basis with Geoff topping 50 wickets twice and claiming
over 60 wickets in seasons 1972 and 1976 when he was third in the averages on both occasions. His 1972 bag of 61 wickets
earned him the accolade of leading wicket taker.

Geoff then followed his brother into Yorkshire League Cricket at York in 1977 where he played for four years. In his first
season he topped the Yorkshire League bowling averages and was a member of a York side that were crowned Yorkshire League
Champions. Alongside the two Skilbecks in this title winning side were fellow ‘Hall Of Fame’ members Tony Stilgoe, Brian Shirley
and Des Wrill.

After an absence of four seasons, Geoff returned to the newly promoted Easingwold as captain and was an even even
better player and promptly topped the bowling averages in 1981 with 52 wickets at 10.37. The following season not only proved
to be his most profitable season as he took 70 wickets to finish second in the averages at 10.78, but was to prove to be his swan
song as a front-line bowler for he never again took the qualifying 20 wickets in a season.

During his spell as captain which he relinquished the captaincy at the end of the 1985 season, he turned himself in to a
more than competent batsman who was good enough to hit two first division centuries and qualify for the first division batting
averages on 11 occasions. Once his days as a first teamer came to an end, Geoff moved into the second eleven where he
pulverised the lower division attacks for a number of seasons. None more so than in 1994 when he amassed a massive 1303 runs
at 76.65. At the time this was some 150 runs more than any other batsman had scored in a season and still stands as a record for
an English born player. Whilst the run aggregate makes impressive reading, Geoff’'s domination of the 4™ division bowlers was
such that, in 20 innings, he only failed to reach the 50 mark on three occasions and went on to covert 17 of his half centuries into
three figures. In doing so he created an unbeaten record by making one century and 10 half centuries in the first eleven games
of the season. After last qualifying for the batting averages in 1997, Geoff remains a keen supporter of his home club and is a
regular attender at home games.



GEOFF SKILBECK — Playing Record in York Senior League

(NOTE —details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years — details not available for non-qualifying years)

Year | D" [ BATTING BOWLING
In N HS Runs Ave 100 Notes Ov M Runs | W Ave 5w | Notes
Easingwold o Nl
1966 1”7 146.0 30 467 22 21.22
1967 1% 139.0 50 286 27 10.59
1968 1" 159.0 30 456 47 9.70 2"%in aves
1969 1" 162.0 42 | 410 25 16.40
1970 1% 249.0 58 750 51 14.70
1971 1" 202.0 57 496 39 12.71
1972 1" 245.0 65 610 61 10.00 3%in aves /LWT
1973 1" 279.0 91 627 51 12.29
1974 1% 14 5 *37 184 20.44 197.0 53 431 43 10.02 5™ in aves
1975 1" 16 4 *32 201 16.75 240.0 70 571 41 13.92
1976 1" 13 5 *31 180 22.50 272.0 78 652 62 10.51 3%in aves
1977 Played for York in Yorkshire League
1978
1979
1980
1981 1" 14 2 47 201 16.75 242.0 80 539 52 10.37 Top of aves
1982 1" 15 2 *45 280 21.53 339.1 94 755 70 10.78 2"%in aves
1983 1" 15 2 *48 243 18.69
1984 1" 20 3 *101 377 22.18 1
1985 2" 15 2| *a6| 244 | 1877
1986 2" 19 2 65 495 29.12
1987 1" 17 4 82 359 27.62
1988 1" 17 1 *83 380 23.75
1989 1" 19 4 84 | 373 24.87
1990
1991 4" 20| 7] *146 | 1002 | 77.08 3 | +10x50s
1992 1" 17 2 104 372 24.80 1 + 2 x 50s
1993 4" 22| 3] *162| 963 | 5068 3 | +8x50s /3" ave
1994 4" 20 3 145 1303 76.65 3 +14x50 / 2" ave
1995 3" 18 2 81 517 32.31 5x50s
1996 31 18 4 *80 590 42.14 2x 50s
1997 3™ 14 1 86 428 32.92 3 x50s
TOTAL 323 58 *162 | 8692 32.80 11 2871.1 798 | 7050 591 11.93 RPO =2.46
Leading Divisional Batting Averages 1 1991
Leading Run Scorer in Division 3 1991, 1993, 1994 CENTURIES (11)
500 Runs in a Season 5 Score Opponents
1000 Runs in a Season 2 1991, 1994 101*  Osbaldwick 1
Most Runs in a Season 1303 146*  Acomb 4
Centuries 11 132* :f_lsﬁayt 2
- - illington
* 1993 v Sessay — Div. 4
H|gh<.est Sc.o.re_ : 162 y 104 Bedale 1
Leading Divisional Bowling Averages 1 1981 162*  Sessay 4
Leading Divisional Wicket Taker 1 1972 114 Dunnington 4
50 Wickets in a Season 6 114 Magnets 4
Most Wickets in a Season 70 1982 145 Magnets 4
" )
Eight Wickets in an Innings 2 129*  Pocklington 4
- - - 104 Sessay 4
Best Bowling Figures 8-28 1976 v TABS — Div. 1
Most catches in a season n/k EIGHT WICKETS IN AN INNINGS (2)
Most Wicket Keeper Victims in season n/a Score Opponents
Most Stumpings in a Season n/a 838  Thorp Arch & Boston Spa
Number of times qualified for inclusion | Batting 19 8-28  Thorp Arch & Boston Spa
in averages in League Handbook Bowling | 13
Fielding
W.K.
Individual Awards -
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RECORDS HELD BY GEOFF SKILBECK
First player to score 1300 runs in a season -
Most runs in a season by English born player -
Most scores of over 50 in a season

Most consecutive scores of over 50

1303
1303
17
11




