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 Ian became a regular in Sessay’s second team as a fourteen years old in 1960 although he had played the occasional 
game before this. He retired as a regular player in 1996 although, again he did play occasionally after that date when harvest and 
other calls left the club short-handed. For many years he, quite rightly, enjoyed the reputation as one of the best bowlers of his 
type in the league and could be relied upon to deliver 23 overs in a game at little over two runs per over. He was an ideal ‘last 
over’ bowler in both league and cup games offering his captain a real chance of defending small last over targets. 
 
 In the 12 years between 1967 and 1978 he only failed to capture 40 wickets once with his 73 wickets at 8.36 in 1974 
seeing him gain top slot in both the wicket taker and average charts for Division Two. Some five years earlier he had taken the 
most wickets in the first division whilst in 1977 he proudly took top place in the first division averages with 42 wickets at  9.23. 
During this period he also regularly featured in the batting averages, being a consistent opener rather than a prolific scorer. With 
a top score of 96, he was never able to reach the magical three figures but is adamant that he would have made a ton in 1975 
when he stood frustratingly at the none strikers end during a last over without getting the strike and the chance to convert his 
unbeaten 95 into a century. By far his best bowling return was his 9-29 against Civil Service in 1975 which helped propel him to 
third place in the first division averages. Unfortunately no fielding records were maintained during his playing days so no record 
of his catches is available. However he is remembered by opponents as a fine all-round fielder who had a strong arm and safe 

hands both in the outfield and in the slip cordon. 
 
 Ian cites his club’s trip to Lords to play in the final 
 of the National Village K.O. in 1976 as the highlight of  
his career and the picture above shows him in action on  
the famous ground. This is closely followed by his club’s  
championship successes in 1980 and 1983. He played on  
a number of occasions for the League XI, initially under  
the captaincy of Ray Midgley, and enjoyed success in  
teams that included Fred Mason, Des Wyrill and Ken &  
Geoff Skilbeck. He also recalls reaching a final at Leeds  
when playing for North Yorkshire Under-16s. 
 
 He has just been re-elected for a third year as  
Club President and still helps out as a scorer when  
required and as deputy second team umpire. 

 

 

 
The Till Brothers – left to right – Ian, Fred & James 

Ian Till is the fourth of five brothers who all  played for 
Sessay for whom he has played all his cricket having 
rejected a number of opportunities to play 
professionally in the Bradford League and the North 
Yorkshire & South Durham League. His son,  Chris, is 

now a regular first team player for the club. 
 



IAN TILL – Playing Record in York Senior League 
(NOTE ς details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years ς details not available for non-qualifying years) 

Year Di
v 

BATTING BOWLING 

  In N
O 

HS Runs Ave 100 Notes Ov M Runs W Ave  5w
/I 

Notes 

1960 R               

1961 R        76.0 7 272 20 13.60   

1962                

1963 RA        114.3 24 333 30 11.00   

1964 RA 15 0 68 273 18.20   107.4 21 290 20 14.50   

1965 2 19 3 *50 360 22.50          

1966                

1967 2        117.0 37 365 42 8.69  4th in aves 

1968 2 14 1 72 297 22.84   288.0 67 779 60 12.98   

1969 1 19 1 50 298 16.55   289.0 64 730 55 13.45  LWT 

1970 1 20 1 71 305 16.05   304.0 74 780 49 15.91   

1971 1        254.0 63 625 47 13.29   

1972 1 16 1 65 386 25.73   275.0 67 695 52 13.36   

1973 1 20 1 96 469 24.68   309.0 85 529 30 10.58   

1974 2 20 7 *61 316 24.30   321.0 98 611 73 8.36  Top of aves/ LWT 

1975 1 19 3 *95 393 24.56   255.0 69 555 53 10.47  3rd in aves 

1976 1        274.0 73 567 40 14.17   

1977 1        234.0 90 388 42 9.23  Top of aves 

1978 1        254.0 67 629 45 13.97   

1979 1        177.0 51 403 22 18.32   

1980         259.0 74 534 43 12.42  5th in aves 

1981 1 13 3 38 160 16.00          

1982 1 15 3 47 271 22.58          

1983                

1984 1 19 2 57 427 25.12          

1985                

1986                

1987 2 18 2 32 305 19.06          

1988                

1989                

1990 4 9 0 57 234 26.00          

1991 4        198.1 37 564 35 16.11  1x 5wkt haul 

1992 4 17 1 *78 357 22.31  3 x 50s       11 catches 

1993 4 21 0 48 328 15.62          

1994-
1996 

 Did not qualify 
Played occasional games after 1996 

  Did not qualify  Retired as regular at 
end of 1996 

TOTAL  274 29 96 5179 21.14   4106.2 1068 9649 758 12.73  RPO = 2.35 

 
 

Leading Divisional Batting Averages -  

Leading Run Scorer in Division -  

500 Runs in a Season -  

1000 Runs in a Season -  

Most Runs in a Season 469 1973 

Centuries -  

Highest Score 96 1973 

Leading Divisional Bowling Averages 2 1974. 1977 

Leading Divisional Wicket Taker 2 1969, 1974 

50 Wickets in a Season 5  

Most Wickets in a Season 73 1974 

Eight Wickets in an Innings 1  

Best Bowling Figures 9-29 1975 v Civil Service – Div. 1 

Most catches in a season 11 1992 (may be better earlier) 

Most Wicket Keeper Victims in season  n/a  

Most Stumpings in a Season n/a  

Number of times qualified for inclusion 
in averages in League Handbook
  

Batting 16 

Bowling 18 

Fielding 1 

W.K. n/a 

Individual Awards -  
 

 

EIGHT WICKETS IN AN INNINGS (1) 
Year Perf Opponents  Div 
1975 9-29 Civil Service  1st  


