
 

 

JERRY DUNNINGTON 

HEWORTH 

(1957 – Present) 

Groundsman – 1964 – Present 

Club Committee Member for many years 

Short spell as 1st XI Captain 

 

        Jerry Dunnington has given a lifetime’s service to  
       Heworth Cricket Club in two areas, as player for 50 years  
       and, just as importantly, as club Groundsman for 46  years. 
 
        He played his first game for Heworth in 1957 in  
       the season before his club became members of the York  
       Senior League and continued to turn out for one of the club’s  
       four teams every season up to 2008. Having missed the 2009 
season through illness, Jerry fully intends resuming his lengthy playing career in 2010. 
 
 In the early part of his career he was very much regarded as a batsman who occasionally bowled and perusal of the 
league averages show that he qualified for the batting averages in 11 seasons between 1959 and 1974, including 1965 when 
his average of 41.00 saw him rise to second place in the First Division averages. As a purveyor of the ‘chinaman’, he says that 
a succession of captains were reluctant to use a “queer spinner” who bowled back of the hand stuff. 
 
 However after a period of five un-qualifying years, Jerry re-emerged as an extremely effective ‘funny’ spinner who 
earned 19 entries in the league’s bowling averages over a period of 20 years, including three times in the top five in Division 
Two and two second places in the lower divisions. 
 
 He topped the old Reserve A Division batting averages in 1964 when making 167 runs at 33.40 in the minimum 
required 8 innings in a season that saw complete the rare feat of qualifying for both the first and second elevens. In fact, in 
his nine innings in Division One his batting average, at 32.00, was only marginally less that his efforts in the second XI. A year 
later he missed out on a league century in 1965 when he was left unbeaten on 94. However three figure scores were within 
his range and he remembers scoring either 5 or 6 centuries in friendly games. 
 
 Whilst the magical three figure eluded him in league cricket, he  did notch up two eight wicket hauls, both in the 
Second Division, with his 8-26 against Dringhouses in 1982 being marginally better than the 8-38 he captured 11 years later 
against Clifton Hospital Alliance. 
 
 Jerry’s invaluable service as club groundsman commenced in 1964 when the club played their first games at their 
current Elm Park way Ground having moved the short distance from Meadow Way which had been the home of the club 
since 1954. Due almost entirely to Jerry’s expertise the new ground rapidly became one of the best playing surfaces despite 
something of an hiatus when a new draining system in the outfield caused some serious problems. He has always been 
willing to help other clubs sort out ground problems and has helped a host of clubs including Clifton alliance, Dringhouses 
and Bubwith over the years. 
 

 RECORDS HELD BY JERRY DUNNINGTON 

 Longest serving Groundsman in York Senior League  46 years 
 
 
 
 

Lifetime Achiever 

 



JERRY DUNNINGTON – Playing Record in York Senior League 
(NOTE ς details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years ς details not available for non-qualifying years) 

Year Div BATTING BOWLING 

 
Heworth 

In N
O 

HS Runs Ave 100 Notes Ov M Runs W Ave  5 
w/I 

Notes 

1959 2nd 15 3 *69 224 18.66          

1960 2nd 11 1 31 255 25.50          

1961                

1962                

1963                

1964 1st 

R-A 
9 
8 

2 
3 

*56 
75 

224 
167 

32.00 
33.10 

 Top of  
R-A aves 

       

1965 1st 14 5 *94 369 41.00  2nd in aves        

1966                

1967 1st 18 2 *43 249 15.56          

1968                

1969 2nd 16 3  271 20.84          

1970 2nd 18 5 *63 401 30.84          

1971 2nd 16 6 48 281 28.10          

1972 1st 10 3 61 167 23.85          

1973 1st 20 2 67 338 18.77          

1974 1st 15 2 94 219 16.84          

1975                

1976                

1977                

1978                

1979                

1980 2nd        80.0 16 236 20 11.80   

1981 2nd 14 6 28 164 20.50   117.3 12 435 22 19.77   

1982 2nd 16 7 28 156 17.33   154.2 28 476 29 16.41   

1983 2nd        123.4 18 407 23 17.69   

1984 2nd        152.3 34 479 41 11.68  5th in aves 

1985 2nd        182.1 32 525 48 10.94  4th in aves 

1986 2nd        168.0 26 454 38 11.95  3rd in aves 

1987 1st        140.1 19 505 30 16.83   

1988                

1989 4th 20 7 *65 443 34.08   204.0 43 519 57 9.11  2nd in aves 

1990 3rd 16 6  247 24.70   171.5 35 528 33 16.00   

1991 3rd 11 4 36 153 21.86   169.2 34 483 30 15.42 2  

1992 3rd        213.0 47 546 47 11.62 3 2nd in aves 

1993 2nd        220.2 32 715 42 17.02 2  

1994 2nd        231.4 28 695 50 13.90 1 3rd in aves 

1995 2nd        169.0 20 627 30 20.90 3  

1996 3rd        211.0 41 647 35 18.49   

1997 3rd        170.0 29 520 42 12.38 2 3rd in aves 

1998 2nd        171.0 13 497 20 24.85   

1999                

2000 3rd        124.2 23 355 24 14.79 1  

2001                

2002                

2003                

2004                

2005                

2006                

2007                

Total  247 67 94* 4328 24.04   3173.5 530 9649 661 14.60 14 RPO= 3.04 

 

Leading Divisional Batting Averages 1 1964 

Leading Run Scorer in Division -  

500 Runs in a Season -  

1000 Runs in a Season -  

Most Runs in a Season 443 1989 

Centuries -  

Highest Score 94* 1965 

Leading Divisional Bowling Averages -  

Leading Divisional Wicket Taker -  

50 Wickets in a Season 2 1989,1994 

Most Wickets in a Season 57 1989 

Eight Wickets in an Innings 2 1982,1993 

Best Bowling Figures 8-26 v Dringhouses -1982 

Most catches in a season n/k  

BEST BOWLING PERFORMANCES 
Year Perf Opponents  Div 
1982 8-26 Dringhouses  2nd 
1993 8-38 Clifton Hospital Alliance 2nd 
1997 7-63 Thorp Arch & Boston Spa 3rd  

Number of times qualified for 
inclusion in averages in League 
Handbook  

Batting 17 

Bowling 19 

Fielding n/k 

 



 


