LEN WATSON

AL OF FAJ\I@ HUNTINGTON

Lifetime Achiever (Playing Member — 1955 — present)

Club Secretary — 1966 — 67

Club Captain — 2 years in 1960s

Len Watson made his debut as a Huntington
cricketer in 1955 and has remained a regular
player ever since with the just completed
2009 season being his 55" season. His

inclusion in the League’s ‘Hall of Fame’ is just
reward for a player who has devoted his
entire career to one club and sees him join
his long term team mate and friend Wally
Baynes on the League’s honours board.

When he started out at the club,
Huntington were a non-league side who
played competitive friendlies on Sundays
against many league clubs. His league debut

came in 1963 when Huntington commenced
their first season as a member of the York
Senior League with a home game against Thorp Arch & Boston Spa on 27" April 1963. Since that day, Len has been a
regular member of his club’s first team with, at present, his last innings producing 7 runs in his side’s defeat at
neighbouring New Earswick on 29™ August 2009. No doubt this date will be overtaken once the 2010 season gets
under way.

Not only has Len been the epitome of loyal club man, but his versatility as a player has been the answer to
many a captain’s prayer either through his batting talent, his ability as an occasional right arm bowler or as a
competent wicket-keeper. Records show that he qualified for the league’s batting averages on 34 occasions but this
may well be understated due to his club’s failure to submit averages on three occasions in the 1960s. Though not a
prolific run-scorer, Len did record a century in 1991 when he plundered 109 off the Hovingham attack. When he took
over the wicket-keeping gloves in the early seventies keeping records were not recorded so, again, his records in this
department are nowhere near complete. He hung up the padded gloves in 1995 and continued solely as a batsman.

Len was a member of a Huntington side in the 1960s that had a highly regarded cup record which saw them
win the Myers & Burnell Cup on three occasions with Len recalling hitting the winning boundary in the last over in the
1963 final. The club also had a trio of successes in the York Senior Charity Cup. Len, who had a brief spell as club
captain in the 1960s, as well as two years as club secretary, met his wife, Kath who was a regular spectator at
Huntington’s games and who has supported him throughout his cricketing career



(NOTE ¢ details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years ¢ details not available for non-qualifying years)

LEN WATSON - Playing Record in York Senior League

Year Div BATTING BOWLING

In N HS Runs | Ave 1 | Notes Ov M Runs | W Ave 5 Notes

0] 0 w/l
0
1963 2 15 | 3 *82 326 | 27.16
1964 1 21 | 3 70 313 | 16.47
1965 No averages submitted by Huntington
1966
1967 1 142.0 28 447 25 17.88
1968 No averages submitted by Huntington
1969 |2 170 [ 55] 3932311
1970 No averages submitted by Huntington
1971 1 17 | O 73 374 | 22.00
1972
1973 1 18 | 1 *70 366 | 21.52
1974 1 16 | 1 *57 230 | 15.33
1975 2 19 | 2 64 271 | 15.94
1976 2 16 | 3 48 205 | 15.75
1977 2 16 | 3 53 267 | 20.53
1978 1 127.0 27 409 28 14.60
1979 2
1980 3 16 | O 74 345 | 21.56
1981 2 14 | 1 *54 258 | 19.85
1982 2 17 | O 73 414 | 24.35
1983 2 13 |0 52 206 | 15.84
1984 2 18 | 0 87 482 | 26.77
1985 2 16 | O 45 368 | 23.00
1986 2 17 | O 68 394 | 23.17
1987 2 17 | 2 55 231 | 15.40
1988 2 16 | 3 48 245 | 18.85 Ct-11, St-6
1989 2 20 | O 76 389 | 19.45
1990 2 17 | 0 47 342 | 20.12
1991 2 21 | O 109 426 | 20.29 1 | +2x50s Ct-12, St-0
1992 3 17 | 2 58 270 | 18.00 2x50s
1993 3 19 | 3 *39 310 | 19.38
1994 3 17 | 1 57 251 | 15.69 1x50 Ct-11, St-4
1995 3 21 |1 *90 552 | 27.60 2x50s Ct-12, St-4
1996 3 21 | 2 59 398 | 20.95 2x50s Ct-7, St-5
1997 4 19 | 2 83 518 | 30.47 3x50s Ct-13 —Top fielder
1998 3 21 | O 70 424 | 20.19
1999 3
2000 4 19 |1 *57 372 | 20.67 1x50
2001 4
2002 4 20 | O 44 325 | 16.25
2003 5 22 |1 51 480 | 22.86 1x50
2004 5
2005 5 20 | 1 54 439 | 23.11 1x50
2006 5
2007 6 16 | 1 47 245 | 16.33
2008 5-A 912 *29 91 | 13.00 DNQ Ct-2
2009 5-B 15 | 2 *64 259 | 19.92 1x50 Ct-6
TOTAL 613 41 109 11779 | 20.59 269.0 55 856 53 16.15 RPO =3.18
Ct=74 St=19
Lead!ng Divisional B.attn?g. Averages - Most WK victims in a season 17 | 1988
;?)?Jd};r;istjnnasgzzglnn Division 2 1995 1997 Most Stumpings in a season 6 | 1988
- ! Number of times qualified for Bat 34

1000 Runs |.n a Season ~ inclusion in averages in League Bowl | 2
Most Rvuns in a Season 552 | 1995 Handbook Field | 1
Centuries 1 1991 WK 6
Highest Score 109 | 1991
Leading Divisional Bowling Averages -
Leadl.ng DIV!SIOn3| Wicket Taker - CENTURIES (1)
50 Wickets in a Season -
Most Wickets in a Season 28 1978 score Opponents
Eight Wickets in an Innings - 109 Hovingham
Best Bowling Figures n/k
Most catches in a season 13 1997 = top fielder




