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       Having made his debut at the age of 13 for Dringhouses in 1946, 
      Roly Pattison quickly established himself as a force to be reckoned with.
      He made an immediate impression when he spearheaded a devastating 
      attack when Dringhouses made their first appearance in the York Senior 
      League in 1957. His 26 wickets at a mere 7.53 apiece saw him top the  
      divisional bowling averages as he and  his fellow ‘Hall of Fame’ entrant, Don 
      Paver, who was second in the averages, came within a whisker of earning 
      the club promotion at the first attempt. Disappointingly, despite winning 11 
      of their 20 games, Dringhouses missed out on the second promotion place 
      by just one solitary point. This setback was rectified the following season 
      when Dringhouses won the division by 4 points, although Pattison’s limited 
      appearances meant he failed to gain the requisite 20 wickets for a  
      handbook appearance. 
 
 Roly’s first year in the top flight saw him take the first division bowling  honours with 20 wickets @ 8.90 as Dringhouses 
reached a commendable 4th place in Division One. This was improved to 3rd place in 1960 with Pattison’s 32 wickets putting him 
in second place behind Paver. Dringhouses again improved their position in 1961 by moving into second place, although their 
bowling attack had a less effective season.  This situation was remedied in1962 when the top three bowlers were all from 
Dringhouses with Pattison in second place behind Alan Burrows.  
 
 1963 saw Dringhouses crowned as League Champions in only their 7th season in the League. Thanks in no small way to a 
fine attack which saw the club’s bowlers occupy four of the top five places in the League. Heading the pack was fellow inductee 
Tony Simpson whilst Roly found himself in fifth place despite returning an average of 10.44. 1964 was a modest season by 
Dringhouses standards, but 1965 saw the club clinch the second of their two league championship, again on the strength of their 
three man attack which claimed 144 wickets between them. Roly’s most productive season then followed in 1966 when his 51 
wickets at 8.49 saw him take the bowling honours ahead of soon to be Yorkshire bowling duo Arthur Robinson and Doug Burnett 
who enabled Northallerton to emerge as champions with a 3 point advantage over second placed Dringhouses.  
 
 Some three years later, Roly was to produce an unbeatable record when he took 8 wickets without conceding a single 
run in a game against Stillington as he made a comeback from an injury which was to bring an end to his cricketing exploits 
shortly after. He was a member of an exceptionally good side whose strength lay in their fine bowling attack, a very high 
standard of fielding and a ‘never-say-die’ attitude to every game. These factors made Dringhouses into a highly successful cup 
team who won a vast quantity of silverware.  Despite this success, one of Roly’s most vivid memories is being, in his words, 
hammered all over the ground by Cawood’s Eddie Howcroft in a Myers & Burnell Cup Final at York’s Wigginton Road Ground. 
However he also recalls that in a repeat final a year later he took 6 for 28 as Dringhouses gained swift revenge in the last final 
staged at Wigginton Road. In a historic quirk of fate, the club then followed by winning the first Myers & Burnell Final at the new 
Clifton Park headquarters of York C.C. 
        

        

 

 

 

 

League Legend 



 

 

ROLY PATTISON – Playing Record in York Senior League 
(NOTE – details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years – details not available for non-qualifying years) 
 
Year Div BATTING BOWLING 

 
DRINGHOUSES 

In N
O 

HS Runs Ave 100 Notes Ov M Runs W Ave  5 
w/
I 

Notes 

1957 2        90.0 21 196 26 7.53  Top of aves 

1958                

1959 1        70.0 29 178 20 8.90  Top of aves 

1960 1        112.0 11 249 32 7.78  2nd in aves 

1961 1        60.0 14 231 20 11.55   

1962 1        97.0 23 256 30 8.53  2nd in aves 

1963 1        107.0 22 261 25 10.44  5th in aves 

1964 1        175.0 46 451 37 12.18   

1965 1        128.0 38 328 30 10.93  5th in aves 

1966 1        186.0 44 433 51 8.49  Top of aves 

1967 1        170.0 48 420 33 12.27   

1968 1        Did not gain qualifying 20 wkts but took 8-22 v Boroughbridge 

1969 1        131.0 35 333 28 11.89  + 8 for 0 in Div 4 

1970 2        134.0 5 357 20 17.85  
 

 

TOTAL         1460.0 336 3715 360 10.32  RPO = 2.54 

 
 
 
 
 

Leading Divisional Batting Averages -  

Leading Run Scorer in Division -  

500 Runs in a Season -  

1000 Runs in a Season -  

Most Runs in a Season n/k  

Centuries -  

Highest Score n/k  

Leading Divisional Bowling Averages 3 1957, 1959, 1966 

Leading Divisional Wicket Taker -  

50 Wickets in a Season 1 1966 

Most Wickets in a Season 51 1966 

Eight Wickets in an Innings 4  

Best Bowling Figures 8-0 1969  v Stillington – Div. 4 

Most catches in a season n/k  

Number of times qualified for inclusion 
in averages in League Handbook
  

Batting 0 

Bowling 12 

Fielding n/k 

W.K. n/a 

Individual Awards -  

 

RECORDS HELD BY ROLY PATTISON 

¶ Best bowling analysis by a bowler taking 8 wickets in a game   8 – 0 v Stillington in 1969 

¶ First Dringhouses bowler to top division averages in York Senior League 

    

EIGHT WICKETS IN AN INNINGS 
Year Perf Opponents  Div 

1957 8-29 Boroughbridge  2 
1962 8-16 Heworth  1 
1968 8-22 Boroughbridge  1 
1969 8-0 Stillington  4 


