\LL OF Fang,, TONY SIMPSON

Woodhouse Grange 1962
Dringhouses 1963

Acomb 1965

Woodhouse Grange 1966 - 1977
Heworth 1978 — 1988

Huntington 1993

Tony Simpson never played cricket at school
since, as a schoolboy, he was much more interested in
soccer. His interest in the noble summer sport came
about when, after leaving school, he was taken down to
Yapham Cricket Club by a friend. After just a few games
he “got the bug” and embarked on an illustrious career in
the game.

Having played for the village side from 1955 to
1960, Tony joined Woodhouse Grange, at the age of 21,
in 1961 where he had the experience of batting in
partnership with the great Tommy Hobson and the likes of Alistair Swann and George Shepherdson. Having not reached average
qualifications in his first year in the League, Tony made the charts in 1962 both as a batsman, with 453 runs, and as a bowler
who took 24 wickets. He then switched to Dringhouses for the 1963 season where he topped the first division bowling averages
with 20 wickets at just 7.40 runs each which still stands as the third best average in the top division. Remarkably he beat fellow
clubmen Don Paver into second place and was ahead of both Tony Stilgoe and Roly Pattison as the Dringhouses four-pronged
attack swept them to the League title. His 20 wickets came off only 48 overs and owed much to his best ever bowling
performance of 9 for 45 against Sheriff Hutton Bridge which evokes somewhat painful memories for the author of this article.

Having made only limited appearances in 1964, Tony joined Acomb in mid-season of 1965 and reached 4" place in the
Division Two batting averages. He then returned to Woodhouse Grange for 1966 when his medium pacers earned him 33
wickets in what was to be his best season as a bowler. Henceforth his strength lay in his ability as an opening batsman, firstly in
tandem with John Bygate and then with Dick Whaley as the pair established themselves as the league’s best opening pair.
Unfortunately no averages were submitted by Grange for the 1967 season, when they were relegated, but the 1968 figures
showed Tony at the top of the Second Division batting averages as Woodhouse made an immediate return to the top flight.

Tony then proceeded to figure in the batting averages for 21 successive seasons until his retirement in 1988 from the
Heworth ranks which he and Whaley had joined in 1978. After four years out of the game he was persuaded to again buckle on
his pads to assist Huntington in Division Five where he made 459 runs at an average of 66.57 in just nine innings and was able to
register the sixth league century of his career.

For all his success in league cricket, and also in local cup competitions, Tony says his greatest enjoyment came from
playing in the League’s representative side under Adrian Grayson. He says he would have walked to the ground in order to play
and is immensely proud of his contributions over an eight year period. He particularly recalls making 96 in the Yorkshire Inter-
League final at Hull Zingari when the York League defeated the Pennant Alliance. His innings earned him the game’s batting
award whilst the bowling award was won by previous ‘Hall of Fame’ entrant Steve Whitaker. Tony also remembers making 38 in
an opening stand of around 80 with Dick Whaley which set the York League on course to record a rare victory over the Bradford
League.



TONY SIMPSON - Playing Record in York Senior League
(NOTE —details extracted from League Handbooks for qualifying years — details not available for non-qualifying years)

Year | Div BATTING BOWLING
In N HS Runs Ave 100 Notes Ov W Runs | W Ave 5 Notes
[0} w/l
Woodhouse Grange
1961
1962 1" 19 0 65 453 23.84 96.1 18 292 24 12.16
Dringhouses
1963 1" 17 0 41 292 17.17 48.0 5 148 20 7.40 Top of aves
1964
Acomb
1965 [2° [ 8] o 91 287 | 35.88 4" in aves
Woodhouse Grange
1966 | 1° [ 18] 1 55 312 | 1835 188.0 44 | 499 33 1512
1967 Averages not submitted by Woodhouse Grange
1968 2" 17 2 | *126 693 46.20 | 1 Top of aves
1969 1% 14 1 47 334 25.69
1970 1" 20 0 59 413 20.65
1971 1" 17 1 51 302 18.87
1972 1 19 4 77 575 38.33 5" in aves 123.0 22 374 28 13.35
1973 1% 20 1 *53 492 25.89 99.0 23 274 25 10.96
1974 1" 19 1| 117 638 3544 | 1 4" in ave/LRS
1975 1" 20 3 *64 294 17.92
1976 1 19 0 80 500 26.31
1977 1" 19 1 113 556 30.88 | 1
Heworth
1978 1" 21 1 80 635 31.75
1979 1" 20 0 85 496 24.80
1980 1" 18 0 75 270 15.00
1981 1" 13 1 *44 227 18.92
1982 1" 16 1 79 369 24.00 | 1 102 in Div Il
1983 | 2™ 9] 1] *n1 191 | 23.88
1984 2" 18 2 *84 339 21.19
1985 2™ 21 0 69 441 21.00
1986 2" 19 1 *55 376 20.89
1987 1% 18 2 *102 478 29.88 | 1
1988 1* 20 1 70 300 15.79
1989 — 1992 — did not play
Huntington
1993 5" 9 2 *106 459 66.57 | 1 +4 x 50s
Total 448 26 126* 10722 25.41 554.1 112 1587 130 12.21 RPO = 2.86
Leading Divisional Batting Averages 1 1968
Leading R%m Scorer in Division 1 1974 CENTURIES (6)
500 Runs in a Season 6
- Score  Opponents
1000 Runs in a Season - 126* Rowntrees
Most Runs in a Season 693 1968 . .
Centuries 6 117 CIVI.| Service
Highest Score 126* v Rowntrees 1968 113 Easingwold
Leading Divisional Bowling Averages 1 1963 102 Thorp Arch & Boston Spa
Leading Divisional Wicket Taker - 102* Easingwold
50 Wickets in a Season - 106* Dringhouses
Most Wickets in a Season 33 1966
Eight Wickets in an Innings 1 1963 EIGHT WICKETS IN AN INNINGS (1)
Best Bowling Figures 9-45 v S.H.Bridge -1982 Perf Opponents
Most catches in a season n/k 9-45 Sheriff Hutton Bridge
Number of times qualified for inclusion | Batting | 26
in averages in League Handbook Bowling | 5
Fielding | n/k




