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This yearôs óLeague Legendô is Tony Stilgoe whose pace and unusual bowling action earned him 

considerable success and recognition in both the York Senior League and the Bradford League where he played 

the majority of his cricket.  

 

In his brief four year spell in the York League he made a great impact and helped his side win the league 

championship twice, in 1963, when they won four more games than their nearest rivals, and again in 1965 then 

being runners-up in 1966. 

 

He was part of a formidable Dringhouses attack in the early sixties that included Roly Pattison, Don 

Paver, Alan Burrows and Tony Simpson who all topped the Leagueôs Bowling Averages. Tony  never recorded 

the best average but did head the Leading Wicket Taker charts in two successive years when , after claiming 68 

wickets at 11.69 in 1964  he lifted his tally to 74 at 10.45 in 1965.  

 

His first appearance in the League averages was in 1963 when he claimed 57 wickets at 9.52 this put him 

in 4
th
 place in the averages with two of his team mates occupying the top two places, four out of the top five being 

from Dringhouses and a fifth bowler in 10
th
 place. Needless to say Dringhouses were clear champions with four 

more victories than their nearest rivals. The year also saw Tonyôs best bowling return in the York Senior League 

when his 9 for 33 destroyed  Woodhouse Grange. 

 

He shouldered more responsibility in 1964 and had a 7-18 return against York R.I. whilst his 74 wickets 

in 1965 again saw him in 4
th
 place with a team mate at either side. Season 1966 saw him prove his all round 

credentials by hitting126 against Huntington and showing in second place in the Batting Averages whilst also 

taking 45 wickets.  

 

Despite moving to new league pastures, Tony continued to cause problems in local cup games and had a 

triumphant debut season for Windhill in the Bradford League in 1973 when his 96 wickets at 9.81 and 495 runs at 

32.50 helped his side win the second division.  

 

He holds a remarkable record of taking 15 wickets for just 19 runs in a day. This included a deadly 10 

wickets for just 3 runs for York Mid-Week XI against HQ Northern Command which was followed by 5 for 16 in 

the evening as Dringhouses defeated Thorp Arch & Boston Spa in the Acomb Invitation Cup. Tony played six 

County 2
nd

 XI games for Derbyshire in 1974 which produced a best score of 13no v Northamptonshire at Derby a 

best bowling figures of 3 for 33 v Lancashire, also at Derby. 

He was also an accomplished soccer player who played for York City Reserves, been captain of Bridlington Golf 

Club and performed as a stand up comedian and M.C.  
avp 
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TONY STILGOE ï PLAYING RECORD  
(Details of years when qualified for League Handbook) 

 

YEAR DIV. XI  INN. N.O.   H.S.  RUNS  AVE  100/   Pos. Overs M Runs Wkts Ave RPO 5w/I Pos. Ct St Notes 
       50s              

Dringhouses 

1963 1 1st 15 3   64* 207 17.25    249.0 77 543 57   9.52 2.18  4th   inc. 9-33 

1964 1 1st 19 6   65* 398 30.61    298.0 68 795 68 11.69 2.67     inc. 7-18 

1965 1 1st dnq        326.0 98 774 74 10.45 2.37 
1966 1 1st 16 3 126 456 35.07 1/- 2nd  235.0 55 566 45 12.57 2.41       

Totals    50 12 126 1061 27.92    1108.0 298 2678 244 10.98 2.42 

 

Centuries     1 

1966 126 v Huntington D.1 

Leading Batting Averages   nil  

Leading Run Scorer in Division  nil  

500 Runs in a Season  nil  

Most Runs in a Season 456 1966 

Highest Score 126 1966 

50 Wickets in a Season   3 

1963 1964 1965 

Eight Wickets in an Innings   1 

1963 9-33 v Woodhouse Grange D.1 

Leading Divisional Bowling Averages  nil   

Leading Divisional Wicket Taker  2 

1964 1965 

Most Wickets in a Season   74 1965 

Best Bowling Figures   9-33 1963 v Woodhouse Grange 

Number of times qualified for inclusion in averages in League Handbook  7  

Batting  = 3 Bowling = 4 

 


